Jesus is Presented
to God in the Temple

Today we celebrate the feast of the Presentation of
Baby Jesus in the Temple. All the Jews presented
their first-born sons to God in the Temple forty days
after they were born. So Mary and Joseph
obediently went to Jerusalem to offer Jesus to God in
the Temple, even though He was Himself God!

That day God inspired a holy man named Simeon
to go to the Temple and meet the Holy Family as
they came to present Jesus there. Simeon told them
that Jesus would be the cause of great changes and
that Mary would be pierced by a sword. We know
that he meant that she would have to suffer greatly
because of what would happen to Jesus.

Every day we should offer our own lives to God.
We should tell Him every morning that we offer this
day, and all that happens in it,
to Him. We should be ready,
like Mary was, to joyfully
accept whatever suffering
God allows for us and offer it /™
up with the sacrifice that Jesus [ ©
made for us on the cross. >
Can you try every morning to offer your day to God?
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Today we are celebrating the
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
Can you help Mary and Joseph find the
way through Jerusalem to present

Baby Jesus in the Temple?




SAINT BLAISE
FEBRUARY 3

ACCORDING TO LEGEND, SICK
WILD ANIMALS WOULD COME
TO HIM SO HE COULD HEAL

SAINT BLAISE &
WAS A BISHOP

IN ARMENIA IN
THE EARLY
300'S. WHEN
PERSECUTION
AROSE, HE
WENT INTO
THE WILDER-
NESS AND
LIVED IN A
CAVE.

WHEN HUNTERS CAME
AND FOUND BLAISE,
THEY TOOK HIM TO THE

SO HE WAS THROWN
IN PRISON :

BUT THE BISHOP
WOULD NOT GIVE UP
THE FAITH...

BLAISE'S
CAPTORS
TORTURED
HIM TO TRY
~ TO GET HIM
TO GIVE UP
THE FAITH,
BUT HE
WOULD NOT.
FINALLY HE

WHILE IN PRISON, HE HEALED
A BOY WHO HAD A FISH BONE
STUCK IN HIS THROAT :

_ IE Afm Amk' FINA
CL\QMRD‘H\MJ wnl( BEHEADED.

SAINT BLAISE IS THE PATRON SAINT OF PEOPLE WITH THROAT
PROBLEMS, SO YOU CAN PRAY TO HIM IF YOU GET A SORE
THROAT. SAINT BLAISE TEACHES US TO BE KIND TO WILD
ANIMALS, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY HE TEACHES US TO NEVER
GIVE UP OUR FAITH IN GOD, EVEN UNDER TORTURE.
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True or False?
The Presentation

How well do you know the story of the Presentation of
Jesus in the Temple?
Can you figure out which of these are true
and which are false?

1. Fifty-five days after Jesus was born His mother Mary
and St. Joseph took Him to the Temple. True or false?

2. Mary and Joseph offered two doves as a sign of their
offering of Baby Jesus, since that is what the law
required. True or false?

3. A holy man named Solomon came to meet them in
the Temple. True or false?

4. When he had seen Baby Jesus, Simeon said to God
that now he was ready to die in peace, since he had
seen God's salvation. True or false?

5. Simeon said, "This Child 1s destined for the fall and
rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
contradicted." True or false?

6. A holy widow named Anna who was in the temple
came and looked at Baby Jesus but did not say
anything. True or false?

7. When Mary and Joseph had done what the law
required they went home to Nazareth. True or false?



