Ghe KIiNGOOM OF Heaven

In today's Gospel reading Jesus
tells us about the Kingdom of
Heaven Heaven 1sn't Just where

were good. Jesus was telling us
that Heaven grows in our hearts
when we choose to love God and each other.

Our Lord compares the King-
dom of Heaven to plants that grow
up from little seeds. When we were
baptized we received the gift of
Faith. When we receive the other
sacraments, especially Holy Communion, the Faith
grows 1n us, like a plant that has water and sunshine. If
we sin it's like little bugs or sickness that start to kill the
plant. Confession will take those away so that our Faith
can grow again.

How can you help the Kingdom of Heaven to grow in
you? Going to Mass and receiving Holy Communion
whenever you can, and going to Confession often are the

=~ best ways. Praying every day
THE ‘ § \ and learning about the Faith and
SACRAMENTS about the saints will also help
the Kingdom of Heaven to grow
in your heart like a strong,
"GRACE ' healthy plant!
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In today's Gospel
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HE RECEIVED HIS FIRST
HOLY COMMUNION
FROM ST. CHARLES
BORROMEO.

WHEN HE WAS SICK IN
BED, ALOYSIUS READ
THE LIVES OF THE
SAINTS. (
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AFTER A LONG TIME
HIS FATHER FINALLY
ALLOWED HIM TO
ENTER THE SEMINARY.

ALOYSIUS KEPT HIS HEART
AND MIND PURE EVEN WHEN
HE WAS SURROUNDED BY
PEOPLE TALKING ABOUT SIN.
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WHEN HE WAS
23, ALOYSIUS
WAS HELPING
§ LOOKAFTER

. PEOPLE WHO
HAD CAUGHT
A PLAGUE. HE
ALSO GOT
~ SICK AND DIED
- FROM THE
PLAGUE ON
JUNE 21, 1591.

SAINT ALOYSIUS IS A GREAT EXAMPLE TO YOUNG PEOPLE. HE
CHOSE TO BECOME HOLY EVEN THOUGH HE WAS SURROUNDED
BY SIN AND LUXURY. HE SAID THAT WITHOUT PENANCE WE
DRIFT AWAY FROM GOD. WE CAN IMITATE ST. ALOYSIUS BY PRAY-
ING AND DOING PENANCE WHEN WE FEEL TEMPTED TO SIN.
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"The KINGDOM of GOD is as if a MAN should
SCATTER seed upon the GROUND, and
should SLEEP and RISE NIGHT and DAY, and
the SEED should SPROUT and GROW, he
KNOWS not how. The EARTH PRODUCES

of itself, first the BLADE, then the ear, {
then the full GRAIN in the ear. But when
the grain is RIPE, at once he puts
in the SICKLE, BECAUSE the
HARVEST has come."
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The Church helps our love for God to



